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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/608,681 



Examiner 

Andrew Joseph Rudy 



Applicant(s) 

HOOD 



Art Unit 

3627 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-27 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [3 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)H objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 



1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 9 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-27 are pending. Applicant's May 15, 2002 Amendment has been received. The 
previous rejection is withdrawn. 



2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the Other Revenue is associate with 
an account and with/without a person and the features from claims 2-9, 11-18 and 20-27 must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Drawings 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
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4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

From claims 1,10 and 19, the terms Profit, Net Interest Revenue, Other Revenue, Direct 
Expense, Indirect Expense and Risk Provision are not clearly defined. No new matter may be 
entered. 



Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 



4. Claims 1-65, as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Eder, US Patent No. 5,615,109. Eder discloses accessing an account to calculate the profit 
via a computer for financial processing accounting for direct and indirect expenses. Eder in row 
"13 calculates profits equal to revenues minus cost of sales. 

To provide, as understood, the revenues minus cost of sales to comprise the five factors 
listed by the Applicant, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. Each of 
these five factors are well known components within the finance art. To provide such for Eder 
would have been an obvious design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art. Doing so would 
use well known components to define profitability. Regarding claims 23-42, Eder is deemed to 
contain logic that encompasses the claim language. Regarding claims 44-65, the article of 
manufacture would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of Eder. 
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Art Unit: 3627 

5. Further references of interest: 

Savage et al., US Pat. App. Pub. 2002/0026394, discloses databases and automatically 
calculating a statement. 

Eder, US Patent 6,393,406, discloses computer databases incorporating expenses and 
risks for measuring the performance of elements of a business enterprise. 

Ryan et al., US Patent 5,655,085, discloses databases incorporating expenses and risks. 

Lyons et al., US Patent 5,189,608, discloses databases for storing and generating 
financial information. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Joseph Rudy whose telephone number is 703-308-7808. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday thru Friday, 7:30 a.m until 6 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Robert Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9326 for 
regular communications and 703-872-9326 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Conclusion 



July 10, 2002 




Spaw^Bfy Patent Examlr- 
Technology Center 263r 



